Diagnostic value of the multifrequency tympanometry in active rheumatoid arthritis.
We carried out a functional evaluation of the malleus-incus and incus-stapes joints in 37 patients with rheumatoid arthritis using multifrequency tympanometry. As a reference point, we calculated the resonance point using two different methods, and the results obtained were classified into two groups according to the phase of the disease: active, with clinical affection of the joint and with no medication; and inactive, asymptomatic. The results were compared with previously published criteria indicating normality, which underlined a significant correlation in the analysis of the resonance point between both groups, and which determined the value of multifrequency tympanometry in that stage and reactivation of the rheumatoid arthritis in active phase.